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BIDEN BEGINS PRESIDENCY WITH "HONEYMOON" IN NH, MANDATE TO WORK WITH GOP & DELIVER STIMULUS CHECKS
DURHAM, NH - New Hampshire residents give newly-inaugurated President Joe Biden good marks for his handling of COVID-19 and his
overal job performance so far. However, residents are split on whether Biden wil be a successful president and whether the country wil
become more unified during his tenure in office. Most Granite Staters want Biden and Congressional Republicans to work with one
another, even if it disappoints their bases. Majories favor sending addional smulus checks to individuals and support raising the
minimum wage to $15 per hour.
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol*, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Two thousand
and twenty-five (2,025) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between January 21 and January 25, 2021. The margin
of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.2 percent. Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to
targets from the most recent American Community Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon levels
provided by the NH Secretary of State and 2020 elecon results in NH. Granite State Panel members are recruited from
randomly-selected landline and cel phone numbers across New Hampshire and surveys are sent periodicaly to panel members.
Presidenal Approval
More than half (55%) of New Hampshire residents approve of newly-inaugurated Joe Biden's performance as President so far, 37%
disapprove, and 7% neither approve nor disapprove or don't know. Biden's inial net approval rang (the percentage who approve minus
the percentage who disapprove) among Granite Staters is +18%, significantly higher than former President Trump's net approval rang in
February 2017 (-5%) but lower than former President Obama's net approval rang in February 2009 (+27%). Nearly al (98%) Democrats
approve of Biden's performance but only 43% of Independents and 16% of Republicans agree.
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Presidenal Approval - Joe Biden



































Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) Situaon
Granite Staters are much more likely to approve of President Biden's handling of COVID-19 than they were to approve of former
President Trump's handling. Currently, 59% approve of Biden's handling of COVID-19 while 30% disapprove. Net approval for Biden's
handling of COVID-19 (+29%) is higher than at any point in Trump's tenure.
Approval of President's Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) Situaon




















































Approval of President's Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) Situaon - Change from December 2020 to January 2021
Nearly al Democrats (98%) approve of Biden's handling of COVID-19. In December, only 2% of Democrats approved of President
Trump's handling of COVID-19. Independents are slightly less likely to approve than they were in December (48%, down from 56%).
Republicans are significantly less likely to approve, only 22% approve of Biden's handling of COVID-19 compared with 76% who
approved of Trump's handling in December.
Respondents aged 18 to 34 (+46 percentage points) and those aged 65 and older (+29) are more likely than in December to say
they approve of the President's handling of COVID-19, while those aged 35 to 49 (-13) are less likely to say so.
Women (+37 percentage points) are more likely than in December to approve of the President's handling of COVID-19 while
opinion among men is unchanged (-1).
Respondents who have completed postgraduate work (+51 percentage points) and colege graduates (+30) are more likely than in










Granite Staters are more split on their opinion of Vice President Kamala Harris - 42% have a favorable opinion of Harris, 42% have an
unfavorable opinion of her, 12% are neutral, and 4% are unsure. Harris's net favorability rang is 0, largely unchanged since October
2020 (+3). Harris is very popular among Democrats (+85 net favorability rang), somewhat unpopular among Independents (-27), and
very unpopular among Republicans (-79).



















Don't know enough about to say


















Don't know enough about to say
Presidenal & Vice Presidenal Favorability
Nearly half (48%) of New Hampshire residents have a favorable opinion of Biden, 39% have an unfavorable opinion of him, 12% are
neutral, and 2% are unsure. Biden's net favorability rang, the percentage who have a favorable opinion minus the percentage having an
unfavorable opinion is +9, higher than any point in the past year. Biden is very popular among Democrats (+91 net favorability rang),
slightly unpopular among Independents (-18), and very unpopular among Republicans (-69).
Expectaons for Biden Presidency
One-third (32%) of Granite Staters say that they are enthusiasc about Biden becoming President, 23% say they are sasfied with this
happening, 23% are dissasfied, 18% are angry, and 5% don't know or are unsure.
Two-thirds (66%) of Democrats say they are enthusiasc about Biden becoming president. However, only 2% of Republicans are
enthusiasc and 35% are angry about Biden becoming President.
President Biden caled for unity in his inaugural address, but New Hampshire residents are skepcal this wil happen. Thirty-six percent of
Granite Staters believe that the country wil become more unified under the Biden presidency, 37% think the country wil become more
divided, 17% believe the unity of the country wil stay about the same under the Biden presidency, and 11% don't know or are unsure.
Believe Country Wil Become More Unified or Divided Under Biden























Stay about the same
Don't know/Not sure
Respondents are strongly divided by parsanship in their assessment of whether the country wil become more unified or divided during
the Biden administraon. Nearly two-thirds (65%) of Democrats say the country wil become more unified while most of the rest say it
wil remain about the same. However, a plurality of Independents (44%) and seven in ten Republicans (70%) think that the country wil
become more divided.





















Granite Staters are about equaly divided in their predicon of how successful of a president Biden wil be in the long run: 35% think he
wil be a successful president in the long run, 33% think he wil be an unsuccessful president, and 32% say it's too early to tel.
As with other quesons, responses are closely correlated with parsanship: 66% of Democrats think that Biden wil be a successful
president in the long run but only 30% of Independents and 6% of Republicans agree.
Predicon on Biden's Success as President
A successful president
An unsuccessful president
It's too early to tel
What Should Biden and Congressional Republicans Do
When asked what Biden should do now that he's been inaugurated, 74% say that Biden should try to work with Republican
congressional leaders to accomplish things, even if it means disappoinng some people who voted for him. Only 17% say that Biden
should stand up to Republican congressional leaders on issues that are important to his supporters, even if that means it's harder to
address crical problems facing the country, and 10% say they don't know or are unsure what Biden should do.
Democrats are more divided on what Biden should do, but a majority (56%) say that Biden should try to work with Republican
congressional leaders even if it means disappoinng his voters, while 35% want him to stand up to Republican leaders.
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Opinion on What President Biden's Strategy Should Be Now
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Stand up to President Biden on issues that are important
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Opinion on What Congressional Republicans' Strategy Should Be Now
When asked what Republican congressional leaders should do now that Biden has been inaugurated, 70% say that Republican
congressional leaders should try as best they can to work with President Biden to accomplish things, even if it means disappoinng some
Republican voters. Twenty-seven percent say that Republican leaders should stand up to Biden on issues that are important to
Republican voters, even if it means it's harder to address crical problems facing the country, while 3% say they don't know or are unsure
what Republican congressional leaders should do.
While a majority (56%) of Democrats prefer that Biden try to work with Republican congressional leaders, a majority (52%) of
Republicans want their congressional leadership to stand up to Biden even if it makes to harder to address crical problems. Forty-five
percent of Republicans want their congressional leaders to try to work with Biden to accomplish things even if it means disappoinng
Republican voters.
Opinion on Early Biden Administraon Policy Decisions
President Biden has asked Congress to pass legislaon to raise the minimum wage to $15 an hour and a narrow majority of New
Hampshire residents are in support of this policy: 53% strongly (36%) or somewhat (17%) support raising the minimum wage to $15 an
hour, 39% strongly (28%) or somewhat (11%) oppose this move, 7% are neutral, and 1% don't know or are unsure.
Democrats (94%) are overwhelmingly in favor of raising the minimum wage to $15 an hour but Independents are somewhat against it,
with 38% in support and 52% opposed. Republicans are adamantly against raising the minimum wage: seven in ten (71%) are opposed
and only 15% support it.





Most Americans received a check recently for $600 as a part of the most recent smulus bil. President Biden has proposed sending
another check totaling $1,400. Other polical leaders have argued that the newest check should be for $2,000 while sl others argue no
addional checks should be sent. Two-thirds (65%) of Granite Staters believe a new check should be sent, but they are divided about
whether the check should be for $2,000 (36%) or for $1,400 (29%). Twenty-four percent believe that no addional checks should be sent
while 11% don't know or are unsure of their opinion on the subject.
The vast majority (90%) of Democrats believe a new check should be sent, and a majority (54%) want that check to be for $2,000.
Fiy-three percent of Independents and 45% of Republicans believe a new check should be sent, with both groups about evenly divided
on how much the check should be for.
Opinion on Next Round of Smulus Checks
The newest check should be for $2,000
The newest check should be for $1,400
No additional checks should be sent
Don't know/Not sure






































Neither support nor oppose
Don't know/Not sure
U.S. Heading in Right Direcon or On Wrong Track
Thirty-nine percent of New Hampshire residents believe that things in the United States are going in the right direcon, up from 27% in
December; half (50%) of Granite Staters believe things are seriously off on the wrong track while 11% are unsure. Granite Staters are
nearly as likely to say things are heading in the right direcon as they were in February 2020 before the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic.













George W. Bush Barack Obama Donald Trump Joe Biden
Right Direcon or Wrong Track
Right direction Wrong track Don't know/Not sure
Folowing the inauguraon of Joe Biden as President, Democrats and Republicans have swily changed their opinion on whether the
country is headed in the right direcon. More than two-thirds of Democrats (69%) say the country is headed in the right direcon, up
from 4% in December, but only 27% of Independents agree. Twelve percent of Republicans feel the country is headed in the right
direcon, far lower than in December 2020 (55%) and about equal to September 2016 (10%) before the elecon of Donald Trump as
President.















George W. Bush Barack Obama Donald Trump Joe Biden
Right Direcon - by Party ID
OVERALL Democrat Independent Republican
Granite State Pol Methodology
These findings are based on the latest Granite State Pol, conducted by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center. Two thousand
and twenty-five (2,025) Granite State Panel members completed the survey online between January 21 and January 25, 2021. The
margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 2.2 percent. These MSE's have not been adjusted for design effect. The response rate for
the January 2021 Granite State Pol is 36%. The design effect for the survey is 2.5%.
Data were weighted by respondent sex, age, educaon, and region of the state to targets from the most recent American Community
Survey (ACS) conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, as wel as party registraon levels provided by the NH Secretary of State and to
2020 elecon results in New Hampshire.
The Granite State Panel is part of an effort by the University of New Hampshire Survey Center to invesgate new ways of gathering and
understanding the opinion of New Hampshire residents. Approximately 5,750 New Hampshire adults were recruited from randomly
selected landline and cel phone numbers to parcipate in the panel. Panelists are then asked to parcipate in online surveys sponsored
by the UNH Survey Center.
The number of respondents in each demographic below may not equal the number reported in cross-tabulaon tables as some
respondents choose not to answer some quesons. Due to rounding, percentages may not sum to 100%.








































Voted for other 2020 candidate
Did not vote in 2020
Gender &
Education
Men, no colege degree
Men, colege degree



































































Approval of President Biden's Job Performance





Approval of President Biden's Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) Situaon
Generaly speaking, do you approve or disapprove of the way President Biden is handling the coronavirus (COVID-19) situaon?
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable




































Favorability - Joe Biden
Below are a list of polical figures in the U.S. and New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion
of each of them or if you don't know enough about them to say - President (Former Vice President, Vice President) Joe Biden
Favorable Neutral Unfavorable









Favorability - Kamala Harris
Below are a list of polical figures in the U.S. and New Hampshire. Please indicate whether you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion
of each of them or if you don't know enough about them to say - Vice President (Senator) Kamala Harris
Feelings About Biden Becoming President
Which of the folowing best describes how you feel about Joe Biden becoming the 46th President of the United States?
N
2,023
Enthusiastic Satisfied Dissatisfied Angry Don't know/Not sure
January 2021 5%18%23%23%32%
Believe Country Wil Become More Unified or Divided Under Biden
Do you think the country wil become more unified or more divided under the Biden presidency?




Support or Oppose Raising Minimum Wage to $15 an Hour
President Biden is asking Congress to pass legislaon to raise the minimum wage to $15 an hour. Do you support or oppose increasing











Opinion on Next Round of Smulus Checks
Most Americans received a check recently for $600 as a part of the most recent smulus bil. President Biden has proposed sending
another check totaling $1,400. Others have argued that the newest check should be for $2,000 while others argue no addional checks
should be sent. Which of the folowing comes closest to your opinion?
N
2,024
Opinion on What Congressional Republicans' Strategy Should Be Now
Which of the folowing comes closest to your opinion about what Republicans in Congress should do now that President Biden has been
inaugurated?
Try as best they can to work with
President Biden to accomplish things,
even if it means disappointing some
Republican voters
Stand up to President Biden on issues
that are important to Republican
voters, even if it means it’s harder to






Predicon on Biden's Success as President
In the long run, do you think Joe Biden wil be..




The newest check should be
for $2,000
The newest check should be
for $1,400
No additional checks should
be sent Don't know/Not sure
January 2021 11%24%29%36%
Opinion on What President Biden's Strategy Should Be Now
Which of the folowing comes closest to your opinion about what President Biden should do now that he has been inaugurated?
Try as best he can to work with
Republican congressional leaders to
accomplish things, even if it means
disappointing some people who voted
for him
Stand up to Republican congressional
leaders on issues that are important
to his supporters, even if it means it’s






U.S. Heading in the Right Direcon or On Wrong Track
























































































































































































































































































































































































Approval of President Biden's Job Performance
Approve Disapprove Neither/DK







































Men, no colege degree
Men, colege degree















Voted for other 2020 candidate

































































































































































Approval of President Biden's Handling of Coronavirus (COVID-19) Situaon
Approve Disapprove Neither/DK







































Men, no colege degree
Men, colege degree















Voted for other 2020 candidate











































































































































































































Men, no colege degree
Men, colege degree















Voted for other 2020 candidate



















































































































































































































































Men, no colege degree
Men, colege degree















Voted for other 2020 candidate









































































































































































































Feelings About Biden Becoming President
Enthusiastic Satisfied Dissatisfied Angry
Don't know/Not
sure







































Men, no colege degree
Men, colege degree















Voted for other 2020 candidate

















































































































































































































































Believe Country Wil Become More Unified or Divided Under Biden
More unified More divided Stay about the same Don't know/Not sure







































Men, no colege degree
Men, colege degree















Voted for other 2020 candidate









































































































































































































Predicon on Biden's Success as President
A successful president An unsuccessful president It's too early to tel
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Opinion on What President Biden's Strategy Should Be Now
Try as best he can to work
with Republican
congressional leaders to
accomplish things, even if it
means disappointing some
people who voted for him
Stand up to Republican
congressional leaders on
issues that are important to
his supporters, even if it
means it’s harder to address
critical problems facing the
country
Don't know/Not sure







































Men, no colege degree
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Opinion on What Congressional Republicans' Strategy Should Be Now
Try as best they can to work
with President Biden to
accomplish things, even if it
means disappointing some
Republican voters
Stand up to President Biden
on issues that are important
to Republican voters, even if
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Voted for other 2020 candidate























































































































































































































Men, no colege degree
Men, colege degree















Voted for other 2020 candidate

























































































































































































































































































Opinion on Next Round of Smulus Checks
The newest check
should be for $2,000
The newest check
should be for $1,400
No additional checks
should be sent Don't know/Not sure
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U.S. Heading in the Right Direcon or On Wrong Track
Right direction Wrong track Don't know/Not sure







































Men, no colege degree
Men, colege degree
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